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Pumpkin Hollow Project 
 
July 21, 2014 
 
Honorable U.S. Senator Harry Reid 
522 Hart Senate Office Bldg. 
Washington, DC 20510 
 

Honorable U.S. Senator Dean Heller 
361-A Russell Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC 20510 

Honorable Congressman Mark Amodei  
125 Cannon House Office Building 
Washington, DC  20515 

Honorable Congressman Steven Horsford  
1330 Longworth House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
 

 
Dear Senators Reid and Heller, and Congressman Horsford and Amodei: 
 
First and foremost, Nevada Copper wishes to express our sincere gratitude for all of the efforts you and the 
entire Congressional delegation have made on behalf of the Lyon County Economic Development and 
Conservation Act. 
 
As you know, Nevada Copper has worked for over four years with local leaders to craft this balanced, 
bipartisan, locally and state-supported proposal to transfer BLM-administered lands to the City of 
Yerington that would jumpstart the construction and operation of the Pumpkin Hollow Project.  We are 
incredibly pleased with the overwhelming support we have gotten from both the local leaders and 
community, and also from Nevada elected leaders and state-level organizations and businesses. 
 
However, there is not a day that goes by that local people approach me and ask me why the land bill has 
not passed.  But this is not the most pressing question.  The most frequent question we get is when will 
there be jobs?  I talk to hundreds of people on a weekly basis and the questions are the same. 
 
We are building a mine.  Right now our production-sized, 2,000-foot deep shaft has been completed to 
1,000 feet below the ground.   There are 96 people, presently employed at Pumpkin Hollow, 71 (74%) of 
whom are Nevada workers.1  We are well advanced on development of the Stage 1 underground mine.  We 
have a development plan for the Stage 2 open pit mine.  
 
Combined, these two stages will directly employ approximately 1,300 workers, 13 times1 more jobs than 
presently employed. And that does not even take in account the thousands of indirect jobs that will be 
created!  
 
When that happens we can look people in the eye – Nevadans - and tell them: 
 
WE HAVE JOBS! 
 
Another of our efforts has been to nurture the development of local businesses who can provide services to 
the mine.  We have already facilitated the formation of Desert Redi-Mix who are providing concrete to 
construct our shaft and will provide thousands of yards of concrete to construct our mine process facilities.  
We have also been in conversation with a local person, Mr. Rod Pellegrini, who has previous law 
enforcement experience, and encouraged him to form a security company to service our project. 
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Last night I met Rod and his wife Michelle at a local restaurant, and he asked me again the status of the 
project and the Lyon County bill. 
 
Here is my point.  Though, we are proceeding with planning and construction of our project, we are finding 
that the real value for the international investment community is in the Stage 2 open pit project. Though the 
Stage 1 underground project is good for Nevada Copper and the local community, it does not attract the 
capital needed to build either the Stage 1 or certainly not the Stage 2 project. 
 
We have personally met with many investors who repeatedly tell us that the certainty provided by passage 
of this bill for both current and long term development of a mine will put Nevada Copper on the top of the 
list of mining investment opportunities in the world.  However, the No. 1 concern of the investment 
community is uncertainty of land tenure and permitting time lines.  Trust me, people from all over the world 
are monitoring our project and this bill closely and losing faith that Congress can pass this bill. Nevada and 
Lyon county residents are losing faith. The paradox is that many, many people are excited about the project, 
but most are skeptical, if not cynical, about the prospect of developing a mine in a timely manner in the 
United States of America. 
 
The bottom line is that without certainty, development of Pumpkin Hollow will be delayed, and Lyon 
County, with the highest unemployment rate in the state, and indeed in the U.S. will continue to suffer.  The 
human impact of this delay, for even one person or one family, is tragic. 
 
My purpose is not to convince you.  Every one of you is aware of this circumstance.  However, I think your 
colleagues in the House and Senate should be made aware of this and hear these personal stories.  Mr. 
Pellegrini asked me what he could do, so I encouraged him to tell you his story.  He has shared his letter 
with me and I was moved.  And his is only one of hundreds of stories I hear on a daily basis:  when will we 
have jobs and when can our businesses prosper again? 
 
Our hope is that you share this story with your colleagues in the Senate and House and seek to pass the 
Lyon County bill has soon as possible.  Though it has been characterized as a “land” bill, it is really an 
economic bill - a jobs bill. To call it a lands bill does a huge disservice to the real benefits of passing this 
bill: $1 billion capital investment, 1,300 jobs and millions of combined annual tax revenues to the City of 
Yerington, Lyon County, the State of Nevada and federal income taxes to the United States. 
 
Best regards, 
 

 
Timothy M. Dyhr 
Vice President, Environment & External Relations 
 
 
 
1. Note:  This letter included minor corrections on employment numbers in Paragraphs 4 & 5 compared to the letter sent on July 
18, 2014 


