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SNAPSHOT

ISSUE: Yerington land bill
OUR VIEW: With an agreement between U.S. Sens. Reid and Heller, Congress should move quickly to
approve the transfer of land that will help the economically troubled area with much-needed jobs.

Now that both sides have gotten what they wanted in a bill to boost copper mining in Lyon County, it’s
incumbent on Nevada Sens. Harry Reid and Dean Heller to move the plan through Congress as quickly as
possible.

After delaying the bill to win agreement on a wilderness area near Yerington, Reid and Heller jointly
introduced the Lyon County Economic Development and Conservation Act of 2012 in the Senate last week,
raising the prospect that much-needed bill could be approved before Congress adjourns for the year.

With members of both parties spending most of their time bickering about the “fiscal cliff,” moving the bill
through the Senate and House of Representatives and to the president’s desk, no matter how much support
the bill might have, is no sure thing.

“There is a chance we could get it passed now, but that is really hard to do,” Reid, also Senate majority
leader, said. “I think we will get it done early next year.”

For Nevada’s most economically depressed county, the sooner they get it done, the better.

Originally sponsored by Heller when he represented Nevada’s Second District in the House, the bill will
transfer about 19 square miles of federal land around Nevada Copper’s mine to the city of Yerington at “fair-
market value.” City officials hope to use the land for a business park, amphitheater, recreation area and
motocross park. Part of the transferred land would be used by businesses involved with the copper mining
process.

Reid won a reasonable provision for his support of the plan: He insisted that the bill include a long-discussed
wilderness area sought by the Yerington and Walker River Paiute tribes but opposed by many in Nevada. The
Lyon County Commission approved the 47,600-acre wilderness area last week.

That’s the way the legislative process works (and the way Democrats and Republicans should be dealing
with the “fiscal cliff”).

What’s regrettable, however, is that, as Nevada prepares to celebrate the 150th anniversary of its statehood, it
still must go begging hat in hand to Congress for a relatively small amount of federally owned land to use for
its economic development.

That’s because the federal government still owns between 80 percent and 85 percent of the state, a deal
insisted on by Congress when it awarded statehood to Nevada. Much of that land is used by the military and
probably will never be available to the cities, counties or state.

Some of that land surrounds small cities in Nevada, however, strangling any hope they might have of
expanding and attracting new businesses. When they seek out some land, as Yerington has, it requires a
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lengthy, politicized process that requires patience and a willingness to compromise.

Now that it has the support of both Reid and Heller, eventually the Yerington land bill will be approved by
Congress. Heller will be able to say that he helped the area boost its economy, and Reid will be able to say he
met his longtime goal of protecting the environment.

For Yerington, that’s welcome news. But sooner or later, Nevada will have to fight back. What better time
than the 150th anniversary of its statehood?
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